Ellison, E. C., (1995) Forty-year appraisal of gastrinoma: Back to the future. Annals of Surgery; 222,[511][512][513][514][515][516][517][518][519][520][521][522][523][524] Objective: The author analyzed potential survival determinants in gastrinoma to characterize a possible uniform staging system and to determine whether complete surgical resection improves expected survival.
Our experience of 7 patients with liver metastases (of a total of 34 patients with gastrinomas) showed that survival can vary within a wide range depending on the biological behaviour of the tumor [3] . It is our impression that the overall prognosis of metastatic gastrinoma to the liver is good, even if multiple metastases are present. Minimal extrahepatic disease seems to be a favourable prognostic factor in these patients [3] .
Both authors finally concluded that with size being one of the important factors for survival, surgery has to focus on complete tumor resection. In Ellison's series as well as in others, more than two thirds of all deaths in ZE patients were caused by progression of the disease with the development of metastases [4] . In another study Fraker also 
